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ABRAHAM BALDWIN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE (ABAC)

FORESTRY EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT– 
BALANCING TRADITION AND INNOVATION



HISTORY OF FORESTRY EDUCATION AT ABAC

• FOREST TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM (AAS) STARTED BY VERNON Y0W IN 
1954

• FOREST TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM RECEIVED SAF RECOGNITION IN 
1987

• FOREST TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM RECEIVED SAF ACCREDITATION IN 
2009

• BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE (BAS) IN NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT (FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT TRACKS) 
LAUNCHED IN 2011

• BAS IN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (FORESTRY TRACK) 
RECEIVES CANDIDATE STATUS FOR SAF ACCREDITATION (2015)

• BAS IN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (FORESTRY TRACK) 
CHANGED TO A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (BS)

• BS IN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (FORESTRY TRACK) 
RECEIVES SAF ACCREDITATION (2020 and 2025)



Highlights of the 
Forestry Program

Management-oriented Curriculum with 
Extensive Field Labs and Field Trips

Small Class Sizes with a Heavy Focus 
on Experiential (Hands-on) Learning

Field Labs Taught by Experienced 
Faculty

More Major-related Hours (78) than 
other Forestry Programs



Highlights of the 
Forestry Program

Constantly Updating Technology-
related Skills and Knowledge

Outstanding Value (Annual Tuition 
and Fees of $3904) – Neighbor 
Waiver

100% Job Placement within 2 
Months of Graduation

The John W. and Margaret Jones 
Langdale Forest - extremely close 
to campus (8 miles)



JOHN W. AND MARGARET JONES LANGDALE FOREST

• PROPERTY PURCHASED BY THE ABAC 
FOUNDATION IN 2018

• LANGDALE FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN 2019

• GRANT RENTZ HIRED AS FOREST 
MANAGER IN 2021

• CLASSROOM/LAB AND SHOP 
FACILITIES CONSTRUCTED IN 2022

• DEDICATED AS THE JOHN W. AND 
MARGARET JONES LANGDALE 
FOREST IN 2022



John W. and Margaret Jones Langdale Forest (944 AC)



EVOLUTION AND DESIGN OF THE NRM-
FORESTRY TRACK CURRICULUM

• Senior Project Capstone Course – the end goal

• Students create a thorough written management plan and 
present it to the stakeholders, faculty, and students

• Allows students to demonstrate field skills, GIS abilities, 
silvicultural knowledge, financial understanding, and 
communication skills. 

• Communication Across the Curriculum







EVOLUTION AND DESIGN OF THE 
NRM-FORESTRY TRACK 
CURRICULUM

Introductory Major Courses 

• FRSC 3070 Dendrology
• FRSC 2200 Soils in Forest Resources
• FRSC 2500 Forest Mapping and Orienteering
• FRSC 1900 Intro to Forest Measurements 
• FRSC 1192 Wildlife Ecology and Management I 
• FRSC 2240 Forest Safety
• FRSC 3255 Forest Mensuration
• FRSC 2243 Geographic Information Systems
• FRSC 3265 Silviculture



EVOLUTION AND DESIGN OF THE 
NRM-FORESTRY TRACK 
CURRICULUM

Junior Courses 
• FRSC 3130 Endangered Species Management 
• FRSC 3900 Regional Silviculture
• FRSC 2900 Forest Operations 
• FRSC 3300 Fire Ecology and Management
• FRSC 4250 Forest Finance
• FRSC 4265 Advanced Silviculture
 
Senior Courses 
• FRSC 4910 Natural Resources Policy and Law
• FRSC 3520 Forest Hydrology and Wetlands Mgt.
• FRSC 2250 Forest Entomology and Pathology
• FRSC 4500 Forest Management Planning
• FRSC 4370 Natural Resources Recreation
• FRSC 4630 Senior Project



EVOLUTION AND DESIGN OF THE 
NRM-FORESTRY TRACK 
CURRICULUM

Elective Courses 

• FRSC 3170 Advanced Forest Ecology
• FRSC 4590 Forestry Issues
• FRSC 4300 Urban Forestry
• FRSC 2100 Herbaceous Plant Communities
• FRSC 4790A Forest Resources Internship
• FRSC 4480 UAV and Remote Sensing
  Applications



CURRENT CHALLENGES FOR 
FORESTRY EDUCATION

• Lack of K – 12 Preparation



CURRENT CHALLENGES FOR 
FORESTRY EDUCATION

• Lack of K – 12 Preparation

• Reduced Social Skills, Communication 
Skills, and Professional Etiquette



-----Original Message-----
From: XXXXX [mailto:XXXXX@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2019 9:53 AM
To: William Moore
Subject: Re: Syllabus for Natural Resource Conservation

Hey I would like to know how much longer do i hav at abac before 
i Grad.



CURRENT CHALLENGES FOR 
FORESTRY EDUCATION

• Lack of K – 12 Preparation

• Reduced Social Skills, Communication
    Skills, and Professional Etiquette

• Issues with Logic and Reasoning



• Ht. of ABAC Water Tower (ft):  50 – 1000 feet          Actual: 130 feet



• Ht. of ABAC Water Tower (ft):  50 – 1000 feet          Actual: 130 feet

• Ht. of Loblolly Near Yow (ft):  30 – 200 feet               Actual: 73 feet



• Ht. of ABAC Water Tower (ft):  50 – 1000 feet          Actual: 130 feet

• Ht. of Loblolly Near Yow (ft):  30 – 200 feet               Actual: 73 feet

• Wt. of F-150 pickup (lbs): 250 – 5500 pounds            Actual: ~ 4500 pounds



• Ht. of ABAC Water Tower (ft):  50 – 1000 feet          Actual: 130 feet

• Ht. of Loblolly Near Yow (ft):  30 – 200 feet               Actual: 73 feet

• Wt. of F-150 pickup (lbs): 500 – 4500 pounds            Actual: 6500 pounds

• Yow Building to Zion Hope Road:  0.25 to 6 miles   Actual: 0.3 miles



CURRENT CHALLENGES FOR 
FORESTRY EDUCATION

• Lack of K – 12 Preparation

• Reduced Social Skills, Communication
    Skills, and Professional Etiquette

• Issues with Logic and Reasoning

• Lack of Life Skills and Experience



Questions?
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