
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT //
NOVEMBER 20, 2015 | 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM | FORSYTH, GA



8:00 AM - 8:30 AM CHECK IN
Coffee and light snacks available. 

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM OPENING SESSION 
Jimmy Patton, Managing Principle and CEO of Patton, Albertson and Miller 
Blake Sullivan, President of Sullivan Forestry Consultants, Inc. 
Topics will include:

 » What is leadership?
 » Why is it important? 
 » Introduction to the 5 values and 7 behaviors of a leader

9:45 AM - 10:00 AM BREAK

10:00 AM - 11:50 AM CONCURRENT SESSIONS ON LEADERSHIP
Ray Cutright, PGA Master Professional  
Stewart Vernon, Founder and CEO of America’s Swimming Pool Company
Each session will be 30 minutes long followed by a Q&A session and a break

11:50 AM - 12:50 PM LUNCH AND KEYNOTE SESSION
Dr. Curtis Jones, Superintendent, Bibb County Schools

12:50 PM - 1:00 PM BREAK

1:00 PM - 2:50 PM BREAKOUT SESSION B
Larry Comer, Retired, Private Consultant and Entrepreneurial Mentor, and 
Bob Easter, Founder of Qwest Group
Each topic will be 30 minutes long followed by a Q&A session and a break

2:50 PM - 3:50 PM BREAK

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM WRAP-UP
Jimmy Patton, Managing Principle and CEO of Patton, Albertson and Miller 
Blake Sullivan, President of Sullivan Forestry Consultants, Inc. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 



ABOUT THE 
SPEAKERS

//



LARRY COMER 
Retired; Private Consultant and Entrepreneurial Mentor 

Larry Comer, a retired entrepreneur, currently serves as a Private 
Consultant and Entrepreneurial Mentor. In 1950, he graduated from 
Americus High School, and in 1954, he graduated from Georgia Tech 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Management. He was 
commissioned Ensign in the U.S Navy and served two years at sea 
with the Pacific Fleet. After returning, he earned a Masters Degree in 
Industrial Management from Georgia Tech in 1957.

Comer joined Lithonia Lighting in Conyers, a fast growing producer 
of fluorescent lighting fixtures for commercial and industrial applications. He began in the engineering 
section, later moving to the manufacturing management section. After several years he was promoted 
to Director of Manufacturing with responsibility for plant operations, equipment and production of all 
products. The company had grown to the third largest fluorescent lighting producer in the USA.

Comer resigned his position with Lithonia Lighting in 1964 and left the company to focus full time 
organizing and financing his new company, Metalux Lighting. Construction of the plant building began 
in the summer of 1964, in Americus and production began with only 7 employees. The first fluorescent 
lighting fixture from the plant was produced in February 1965.

Metalux products were immediately accepted by customers and sales grew rapidly. Metalux became the 
largest independently owned fixture producer in the USA, and second overall. Full time manufacturing 
employment exceeded 1200 in 1985, when the company became a part of the McGraw Edison Company.

Over the years, Comer has served on a variety of service and business boards. He is also the recipient of 
multiple awards including the Entrepreneur of the Year, presented by the Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
and the Distinguished Service Award, presented by the Technical College System of Georgia.

Comer currently resides in St. Simons Island and is married with three children and five grandchildren.



RAY SNOW CUTRIGHT 
PGA Master Professional and Director of Golf Operations, Idle 
Hour Country Club

Ray is a Pro Golfers Association (PGA) Master Professional and 
currently serves as the Director of Golf Operations at Idle Hour 
Country Club in Macon, Georgia. 

After gaining PGA membership in 1976, Ray had two goals. First, 
he wanted to be his own man and second, he wanted to serve his 
Section as soon as possible. He worked his entire apprenticeship 
at private facilities for an outstanding PGA professional and lifetime 

mentor, Butch Hansen. He eventually became the head professional and general manager at Riverside 
Country Club.

Ray has a passion for education and the game of golf. Over his career, he has served tirelessly teaching, 
promoting, and being a faithful steward of the game. He was named the 2014 PGA Golf Professional of 
the Year. He has served on numerous committees and boards at the State and National level. Some of 
these include: Georgia Section (GS) Board of Directors, National PGA Board of Control, The First Tee 
of Macon, Titleist Leadership Staff, PGA Magazine Board. Ray regularly publishes articles in the PGA 
Magazine and other golf publications.  He has also received a number of awards and honors throughout 
his career. Some of these include: Horton Smith Award, GS Presidents Award, GS Professional of the Year, 
GS Excellence in Education Award.  

Ray has a passion for and has demonstrated excellence in leadership throughout his career. When he 
came to Idle Hour in 1993, there was very little teaching going on and a poor practice facility. Under his 
leadership, he developed a plan and engaged support from members and leaders at the Club. In 2004, 
Idle Hour opened the Blum Golf Learning Center, a 3,000+ square foot facility with six instructors who 
teach more than 3,000 private lessons and many groups annually. They have a six-hole par 3 golf course 
open to all our members and students to play at any time. It is an ideal resource for teaching and for 
beginner golfers to learn to play on the course. 

BOB EASTER 
Founder, Qwest Group

Bob Easter is a community leader focused on supporting Bibb County 
schools to educate all students and to enable and empower them to 
make meaningful, positive contributions to their communities.

Easter is a results-oriented executive with extensive experience 
developing business solutions, leveraging relationships, and 
structuring business deals for companies across a wide range of 
industries.

Easter is a mentoring advisor who promotes candor and builds trust and a committed citizen who invests 
in his community. Bob is happily married to Linda, and is very proud of his son, Jonathan. He earned his 
BS Finance degree from the University of Illinois and his MBA degree from Northwestern University.



DR. CURTIS L. JONES JR. 
Superintendent, Bibb County School District 

Dr. Jones currently serves as Superintendent for the Bibb County 
School District. Prior to joining the Bibb County School District, Dr. 
Jones served as a leader in the Griffin-Spalding County School 
System for more than a decade. He was Superintendent of Griffin-
Spalding County School System from 2009 to 2015, and prior to that, 
he served as Assistant Superintendent of Administrative Services 
from 2005 to 2009. He served as Principal of Griffin High School 
from 2001 to 2005, as well as the JROTC instructor at Griffin High 
School from 1997 to 2001. 

Dr. Jones holds the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army and is a graduate of the esteemed United 
States Military Academy at West Point, where he received his Bachelor of Science in Political Science 
and International Affairs. After graduation, he served in the U.S. Army from 1977 to 1997. His assignments 
included a variety of positions from Platoon Leader and Company Commander to Battalion Executive 
Officer, and Division and Major Command Staff Officer to the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Jones has a Master of Business Administration from Albany State College, an Education Specialist 
degree in Educational Leadership from Lincoln Memorial University, and an Education Doctorate in 
Educational Leadership from Nova Southeastern University. Additionally, he holds certificates in Military 
Art, Leadership Griffin, and the Georgia Department of Education’s Institute for New Leaders.

Dr. Jones has received numerous accolades and awards during his tenure in education. He currently 
serves as a governing board member for the American Association for School Administrators (AASA) 
and President for the Georgia School Superintendents Association (GSSA). He received the President’s 
Award from the Georgia School Superintendents Association in 2012 and was one of the finalists for the 
2015 Georgia Superintendent of the Year Award. He has served as a member of the Georgia Professional 
Standards Commission Ethics Task Force. Under his administration, the Griffin-Spalding County School 
System Board of Education received various awards, including Board of Distinction by the Georgia School 
Boards Association in 2012 and Quality School Board by the Georgia School Boards Association in 2013.

He is married to Evelyn, an elementary school principal. They have 3 children and are the proud 
grandparents of 2 granddaughters.



JAMES “JIMMY” B. PATTON 
Managing Principle and CEO of Patton, Albertson and Miller

Jimmy Patton is the Managing Principle and CEO of Patton, Albertson 
and Miller, an independent wealth management and advisory firm 
with offices located in Atlanta, Macon and Chattanooga. 

With over three decades of executive experience in the financial 
services industry, Patton has garnered an extensive background 
working with corporate, middle market and closely held business 
clients, giving him a unique perspective on the wealth management 
issues they face. Patton’s professional experience includes 23 years 

with SunTrust Banks, Inc. where he held various positions, most recently as executive vice president and 
commercial line of business manager for the Georgia Region of SunTrust Banks, Inc. 

A graduate of the University of Georgia, Patton has held several leadership roles in business, community, 
civic and governmental organizations. Currently, Jimmy serves on the board of directors for Community 
Health Systems, Inc. and B&D Industrial. He also serves on the board of trustees for the J. Bulow Campbell 
Foundation. He is a member of the University of Georgia’s Terry College of Business alumni board. 

Previously, Patton served as treasurer and member of the board of trustees of Leadership Georgia. He 
has served on the board of directors of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce and the State of Georgia 
Workforce Investment Board, as well as on the board of trustees of the Macon State College Foundation. 
He also served on the executive committee of the board of trustees of New Town Macon. For five years, 
he served as a commissioner of the Macon-Bibb County Planning & Zoning Commission. He served four 
years as the Ward 5, Post 2 member of the Macon City Council. His other philanthropic activities include: 
Chairman of the board of trustees of First Presbyterian Day School, Inc.; chairman of the board of trustees 
of the United Way of Central Georgia, Inc.; and board of trustees of the Community Foundation of Central 
Georgia.

 Jimmy and his wife Kathy have three children.



J. BLAKE SULLIVAN 
President, Sullivan Forestry Consultants

Since 1986, Mr. Sullivan has served as the President and owner 
of Sullivan Forestry Consultants, Inc., a multi-disciplinary forestry 
consulting firm that provides forest management and real estate 
brokerage services for a diverse group of clients. He is the Founding 
Partner of Standing Tree, LLC and Managing Partner of J. Sullivan 
Properties, LLLP. 

Mr. Sullivan holds a Masters of Forestry from Duke University 
and a Bachelors of Business Administration from Columbus State 

University. He has served in a variety of leadership positions that include past President, and current 
board member of the Georgia Forestry Association, past Chairman of the Georgia Forestry Foundation, 
and a member of the Executive Committee of the Coalition for Fair Lumber Imports. 

Sullivan is a 1995 Leadership Georgia participant and served as Chairman of the Board of Visitors for the 
Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences at Duke University. He was honored in 2002 with 
the Forest Landowners Association’s Forest Landowner of the Year Award and in 2004 with the Wise Owl 
Award from the Georgia Forestry Association. 

Sullivan and his wife of 34 years, Isabelle, are residents of Macon. He is heavily invested in volunteer 
work in his community and is a member of Vineville United Methodist Church. Blake and Isabelle have 
two grown-up children, Carl and Morgan who both reside in Texas.



STEWART VERNON 
Founder & CEO, America’s Swimming Pool Company

Stewart Vernon is the Founder and CEO of America’s Swimming 
Pool Company (ASP), the nation’s largest swimming pool cleaning, 
repair, and renovation franchise system. Vernon, as the company 
CEO, is responsible for the day to day operations of the franchise 
company, which include public relations, brand management, vendor 
relationships, financial planning and strategic oversight of his staff. 
Vernon currently serves as the CFO of the company, as well.

Founded in Macon, Georgia, in 2002, the business was born out of 
the need to provide a higher quality swimming pool company to customers in Vernon’s home town. Upon 
launching the business and experiencing rapid growth at the flagship location in Macon. Vernon looked 
for a way to expand both the business model and the ASP brand.

Currently ASP has 68 franchise partners operating 178 franchise territories in eighteen states. ASP has 
become a leader in the swimming pool arena, while also rising in the ranks of the national franchise 
spotlight.  In 2010 ASP’s success was recognized by its induction into the rankings of Entrepreneur 
Magazine’s Top 500 Franchise List, placing number 468. In 2011 the company was again recognized 
and named to Entrepreneur Magazine’s “Top 100 Fastest Growing Franchises”. Most recently, with ASPs 
continued growth, they have moved up 50 spots on the Entrepreneur 500 List, ranking number 188 
nationally.

Vernon not only devotes his time to ASP, but also to his community, by serving on various local boards.  
In 2014 Vernon sat on the boards of the Macon Ga. Chamber of Commerce, the Macon Georgia Better 
Business Bureau, the Central Georgia Children’s Hospital, Stratford Academy, and the Macon Rescue 
Mission.  In addition to his charitable activates Vernon has a passion for the Entrepreneurial spirit, forming 
478BibbFund, Inc., which provides micro grants to local aspiring entrepreneurs in the Macon, Georgia 
area. Vernon also holds an advisory board position at the College of Charleston in the Entrepreneurship 
department, and regularly speaks at the College’s Business School.

Vernon holds a Corporate Communications degree from the College of Charleston. He is married to 
Shannon Vernon, and they have two children: Stewart Jr, and Sloan.



The Georgia Forestry Association (GFA), 
headquartered in Forsyth, GA, is the 
leading advocate for a healthy business 
and political climate for Georgia’s forest 
environment, forest landowners and forest-
based businesses. GFA works to promote 
the value of Georgia’s working forests and 
forest industries while educating business, 

environmental and political leaders about responsible forest management practices and 
landowner rights.

The GFA Emerging Leaders program is an all-volunteer group representing various sectors 
of the forestry community. The group typically meets four times a year, including meetings 
that coincide with Forestry Day at the Capitol and the GFA Annual Conference. In addition, 
the group is involved in a variety of fundraising projects and events such as the Georgia 
Forestry Foundation’s Annual Longleaf Classic Golf Tournament.

There is no cost to join this group if you are or your company is already a GFA member. If 
you would like to be a part of the Emerging Leaders Program, visit the GFA webpage or 
contact GFA Administrative Assistant Michele Dunham at michele@gfagrow.org or at 478-
992-8110.

ABOUT THE SPONSORS 

The University of Georgia’s Warnell 
School of Forestry and Natural Resources 
prepares leaders in the conservation 
and sustainable management of forests 
and other renewable natural resources.  

Students earn degrees in four major areas: forestry, fisheries and wildlife, natural resources 
recreation and tourism, and water and soil resources.

The Warnell Young Alumni Committee (YAC) consists of Warnell alumni who have graduated 
in the past 10 years. The committee established a young alumni leadership endowment that 
funds scholarships for students to attend conferences, trainings and leadership seminars! 
The committee raises money for the Warnell School by hosting the annual Reid Parker 
Memorial Golf Tournament. In addition to fundraising, the YAC and works to increase student 
enrollment and alumni participation.

http://gfagrow.org/event/leadership-summit/
mailto:michele%40gfagrow.org?subject=

