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STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
CONTACTS

Whether you are new to forestland ownership, or you have been enjoying your property for years, proper forest 
stewardship is critical to the profitability, health, and beauty of your land. 
Your forest is a complex ecosystem in which trees, other plants, animals, 
microorganisms, and soil and water interact. The condition of your forest 
is not only beneficial to you and the ecosystem, it also positively affects the 
local community and state as a whole. Forests produce raw wood, which 
provides products and economic return. Forests also nurture a multitude 
of plants and animals, including some that are becoming increasingly rare 
because of habitat loss. In addition, your forest protects soil resources 
and provides clean water throughout the state. Our forests allow for high 
quality recreational opportunities and beautiful scenic views.

The Forest Stewardship Program (FSP) was developed for non-industrial private forest landowners to enhance the 
management of multiple resources. Many questions arise as a private landowner with the opportunity to manage 
forest resources: Which direction do you take? What will be your approach to management? What resources will 
you improve and where can you go to get sound advice on management activities? The FSP enables you as a private 
forest landowner to have a single, coordinated Forest Stewardship Plan developed for your property. A resource 
professional, educated and trained in multiple resources, creates a plan based on your individual objectives. Wise 
management practices produce multiple uses and benefits of the natural resources under your control.

Using your new plan, you become eligible to apply for additional benefits available through the US Department 
of Agriculture cost share programs. These programs allow you to better manage your property while providing 

funds that can help offset the cost of certain 
recommended management practices.

When your management program is well underway, 
you may be nominated for the prestigious Forest 
Steward designation. The Forest Steward designation 
signifies your commitment to the highest stewardship 
principles. Forest Stewards receive a Stewardship 
Forest sign to proudly display on the 
property. 

Stewardship plans provide an opportunity for families to plan for the future, 
increase participation of their heirs, and improve the overall condition of 
the property. A commitment to the wise use and management of your forest 
resources now and for future generations is the cornerstone of Forest 
Stewardship. 

For an application visit http://www.gatrees.org/forest-management/private-forest-
management/management-plans/.
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